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ThatQwhat we®e going to call it this year. Lent: A Season of Love. Yes, thatQdifferent. Lent
is usually about preparing for Easter in a way thatQreflective, meditative, and even somber. Historically it involved prayer, fasting,
and penance. Today we spend time in self-reflection and often in confession. Sometimes the Church will even focus on
discipleship—how to be better followers of Jesus.

But this year? WeQe going to focus on love, and weQ kick off Lent on Ash Wednesday with a special Scripture lesson: the song
OSeasons of Loveé from the Broadway musical Rent. | know, | know; it@not in the Bible, but 1@h a firm believer in 0God is still
speaking€ ahd for me that means that we can find true Scripture beyond the pages of our Bibles. You already know that |
personally enjoy finding deep, theological discoveries in the pages of science fiction and fantasy literature and films. This Lent, as
we work with Scriptures chosen from the Narrative Lectionary, weQ@ also have a Broadway Scripture€ every single service. As | said
above, that will start on Ash Wednesday and continue all the way through Easter Sunday. Don, Aaron, and | are really excited to
bring this particular focus to our Lenten and Holy Week worship, and we hope youQ@ be just as excited.

But back to LOVE. The Broadway song 6Seasons of Love€ says, 0How do you measure a year? In daylights? In sunsets? In
midnights? In cups of coffee? In inches, in miles, in laughter, in strife? In five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes.€
How do § Smeasure Love?

In bread broken. In the cup poured. In water offered. In blankets given. In gas and groceries. In promises kept to families. In
game nights, and book clubs, and knitting, and choir. In youth group, and music, and potlucks, and friends.

In some way or another, | hope that our Lenten journey this year leads us A Yove i 2ove. It will certainly lead us to the most
important act of Love in our entire religious tradition, the Resurrection of Jesus, the sign that GodQ Love is greater than all hate,
anger, despair, apathy, violence, corruption, and evil. This Lent, may that Love be our key, guide, and north star. God be with you.

ADDENDUM: Speaking of love, didn@you just LOVE that Installation Service on February 5? Holy smokes! That old song, 6There@
a Spirit of Love in this Place€ was written for a time like that! 1@ like to take this opportunity to offer my deepest gratitude to
everyone who played a special role in preparing for that day, and that includes everyone who attended —as | said, it wasn®@about
me, but rather about dzastill, there are those who | want to specifically thank, so, THANK YOU to:

Marcia, for your heartfelt welcome and your leadership as Chair of the Search Committee.

Jon, Alicia, Dave, Jessie, Roger, Anna, Mike, Laura, Carol, and Daniel, for your faithful work on the Search Committee and for
making Erin, Eddy, and | feel so welcome in the days before and after the congregational vote.

John Comstock, for your faithful service as Moderator and for assisting in the decommissioning and installation liturgies.
Lois, for enthusiastically reading the Scripture that your nephew chose and preached from.
Nancy, for leading us into worship that day.

Don, Aaron, and the Choir for bringing us all together even more closely on a dbrand new dayé ®/e can feel it!
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TOU 7[» Lent

March 1  Soup Supper at 5:30pm, Ash Wednesday worship at 6:30pm
March 8  Soup Supper at 5:30pm, Lenten program at 6:15pm
March 15 Soup Supper at 5:30pm, Lenten program at 6:15pm
March 22 Soup Supper at 5:30pm, Lenten program at 6:15pm
March 29 Soup Supper at 5:30pm, Lenten program at 6:15pm
April 5 Soup Supper at 5:30pm, Lenten program at 6:15pm
April 9 Palm Sunday, Worship at 8:30am & 10:30anE& Gstravaganza
April 13 Maundy Thursday, Worship at 7:00pm
April 14  Good Friday, Worship at 7:00pm (NEW)
April 16 Easter Sunday, Worship at 8:30am & 10:30am
Contact Bob and Laurie Zahn 76827-0628

(Lenten programs will include reaffirming our ONA Statement
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Special thanks to Connexus Energy who donated refurbished computer
equipment including servers, monitors and PC ¥. Additional thanks to Jon Rono
who donated his time to install and set up the new network.

v If we bought this hardware/software new ourselves it would have
cost over $32,000

v If we had paid a professional IT person to install it, it would have cost
$10,875
This upgrade will stabilize the office computer equipment for years to come! This is a great

addition to our ministry work here! Our only cost was S$500 for licenses (we received a
discount off of the original price of $8500 through a vendor Jon hooked us up with.)
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Just three moms, two dads, a teenager and 5,4,1 year olds and 4 month old baby who are stressed by their homelessness. Last week,

twenty-one Anoka UCC members joined with the members of the United Methodist Church of Anoka to bring comfort to these
families.

The families stayed in classrooms at the United Methodist Church. The Methodists provided lunch and breakfast. Anoka UCC
provided van drivers, dishwashers, evening hosts and a hot meal every evening.

When you have a chance ask Mike Nelson, Dan Slusher, Laurie Elvig, Henry Riley, Jeff and Carol Voelz, Ernie and Rachel Ridens, Judy
Kreyer, Barb Schachtschneider, Roger and Kay McCulley, Rick and Naomi Peterson, Stacey,, Brian, Eva, and Lucy Jachymowski, James
and Calebe Payette and Zilla Way about their experience and how you can be part of a team that brings

the comfort of food or companionship.

Your next opportunity to choose a day to drive the van (early morning or late afternoon 1 hour y .
commitment), bring a meal (5:30-7:00pm), wash dishes (6:00-7:00pm), or hang out with the kids (6:00- Fam]ly

8:00pm)isa I NOK LIN& f ™ A Promise@

Building communities,

I
Check your calendar!! strengthening lives.

Sign up sheet on the entry table!
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Our youth bake sale raised $500+ To cover the cost

of creating and serving a meal at the Simpson
shelter CF AUK AY | Osa2YyH

Faith Formation for Children ages 3 yrs -8th Grade

I  Programming for February |
Hei fer Prrhej egcdl! of every Heifer project

reliance We do this by providing them th
The funds coll ected wil|l be used to purch
animals to pick, a honeybee, goat, rabbit
children | earn about thedfwaird d iamoaantdi o mle
more visit www. heifer.org
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t NB a féq& Anderson, John Comstock, Mike Erickson, Chuck Hansen, Jon Lundberg, Theresa Meyer, Pastor Chris McArdle, Mary
McGraw, Naomi Peterson, Rick Peterson, Rachel Ridens, Eric Skogquist, Zilla Way, and Mike Willoughby

[ I £ f { MModbraddrISHIFomstock called the meeting to order at 8:10pm. The Minutes from our January meeting, the Annual
Budget Meeting held on January 22" and tonightQagenda, as revised, were approved.

t I 3@ 2 WE LIAsEICKris McArdle

Thanks to our Moderator, John Comstock, and the Settled Pastor Search Committee for hosting a wonderful Pastor Installation service
and reception. The Search Committee was de-commissioned during the service, also. Glad that our former Pastors, Chris and Sharon
Fazel, could attend.
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Since we only have our January totals, there is no YTD yet! There were some members who had Gpaid aheadé¢ on their pledge offerings;
therefore, the actual pledged amount for January is somewhat overstated. We have $32,966 in the checking account, $50,185 in Savings
account, $6,966 in Members Helping Members and $115,115 in our Vanguard Investment Account. We are off to a good start!
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Review Policy & Procedure Manual — Jon Lundberg

Jon reported that the Manual is still a work in progress.
bS¢ . dzaAAYySaa

Copyright Agreement — Pastor Chris

Pastor Chris asked that the Copyright Agreement be placed in the Minutes. It basically states that all of his sermons, other original
written and spoken theological reflections belong to him.
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A question was then asked if Pastor Chris could provide copies of his sermons to the congregation. He said he would ask Jennifer in the

office to have copies available on the table in the lobby.

Pastor ChrisCHousing Allowance
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Lenten Events

The Diaconate is again serving soup, bread, fruit, and dessert prior to the Lenten Discussion Series on Wednesday evenings, starting on
Ash Wednesday, March 1%. Looking for volunteers to provide the soups (meat and vegetarian).

Schedule: 5:30pm Soup Suppers

6:15pm Discussion Series

6:30pm Youth Group (for those not participating in the Discussion Series)

7:30pm Choir Practice
The Lenten Discussion Series will focus on ONA (Open and Affirming) and re-affirming our commitment to the words of our ONA state-
ment by putting them into actions. Details will be included in the March newsletter.



2017-2018 Officers and Committee/Board Membership
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Moderator: John ComstockQ term will end April 30", He will become the Chair of the Personnel Committee for 2017-2018 church year. Current
Vice Moderator, Naomi Peterson, will become the Moderator.

Vice Moderator: To be determined.

Church Clerk: Mary McGrawQ term will end April 30". New Church Clerk to be determined.

Treasurer: Rachel Ridens will continue as Treasurer for one more year.

Financial Secretary: Luranne McLean has agreed to be elected for another two-year term at the Annual Meeting on April 30",

wSOASSs | Oo 2y -BlIEE¥CodndzéwelvedBnd closed out many of the outstanding Action Items.
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§ ¢ NXza {iEBcSkagquist and Chuck Hansen
The inside accessibility door is not closing properly. They will contact the installation company. The electrical replacement panels have
arrived. The elevator is malfunctioning at times. This is a work in process.
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8 5 A O2yoHyllerson
Bob and Laurie Zahn are the coordinators for the Lenten Soup Suppers. The Diaconate needs volunteers to make the soup and help clean up.
Contact Bob or Laurie if you can help.

8§ CA Y I-yReZErickson
The Board of Finance last met on January 8" to get ready for the Annual Budget meeting. Discussion held regarding the fact that our
Treasurer (Rachel Ridens) and our Financial Secretary (Luranne McLean) should have a dback-up.€ Also, at the time their terms are ending,
Rachel and Luranne would like to have their replacements shadow them for a few months prior to taking the Treasurer and Financial
Secretary positions.

§ wSft A3IA 2 dza TherRak@yen 2 Y
January Journey was successful — especially with help from the Youth Group and adults.
On February 26™, we will sponsor a potluck meal with the Heifer Project as the theme (i.e., chicken noddle soup, goat cheese sandwiches, egg
salad sandwiches (maybe), and cheese curds). They will be asking for volunteers to bring salads.
The regular curriculum will begin on March 6™. We are looking for teachers and helpers. We also need a pre-school helper, a leader for
grades K-2, a leader for grades 3-5, and nursery volunteers. We welcome the Youth as volunteers!
Sue Dergantz is starting to work on Vacation Camp that will have an emphasis on woodworking projects. To be held Monday through
Thursday, June 26-29.

8§ a dza-AMike Erickson—Our Concert Series will start again in the Fall.

8§ b 2 YA Y I2lly\Hay & Rick Peterson
I Oa @/y2 YY A § S S Contict ZAldNBCN, or Jessica Comstock if you know of anyone who is interested in becoming a member of your
committee.

8§ Wdzd o OS o-RitkRefiesscld & a
Family Promise: We have taken on an extra week of hosting Family Promise (at United Methodist Church) starting this coming Sunday
(February 19”‘). Volunteers working as a team are responsible for bringing the main meal. We are still in need of one team to bring the meal
for Wednesday evening. Also need evening hosts, a dish washer, and van drivers (6:00am and 4:30pm). Roger McCulley, Mike Nelson, and
Rick Peterson could use the help!
J&W hosted a very successful Chili Fest fundraiser for Bridgeview. Look in the church newsletter every month for J&W news! Theb 2 NIi K a S i
NE DNA ST { dAphddMNdihe "Gréwling Throughyloss" series twice yearly, providing an opportunity for individuals to obtain
information and support for a variety of loss and grief issues.

§ 1 2aLAGLEf A G &Milte WiRoughbiR Sy o (i &
An GEGGstravaganza€ will be held on the Sunday before Easter. Working with Pastor Chris to plan the Lenten Discussion Series. Continuing
discussion on re-branding.

§ t S N& 2 Yoy LSrfdberg—The Personnel Committee will present the revised Policy & Procedure Manual to the Council when it is finalized.

§ 58St 2LISyiG ¢SIY o6l | —HastoSchris NRAKAL) / 2YYA§SSo
The team has been meeting to determine its role. One suggestion is to provide a éMission Moment€ during worship once a month over the
entire year. This would involve a storytelling aspect of giving to our church.

§ !t ¢, 2dz2iK !-AM@awviilpugdby t | Y St 0
We have a group of committed and involved youth! They raised $400+ from their Bake Sale last Sunday. They will use this money to make
meals for 150 people at the Simpson Shelter next Sunday.

§ ¢ SOK -¢MBkk Willoughby
Replacement Windowst servers are getting connected. The goal is to have one database used by all. Much of the equipment was donated.
We are now looking at EMI Audio from Roseville for a sound system. EMI will provide a proposal that may be in the $10,000 - $20,000 range;
therefore, we may conduct a mini campaign to pay for it.

h G KSNJ

§  chili Contest: We collected $861 and Stan Deden matched the $861 for a total of $1,722 to be used at the Campsite. Thanks to everyone who

participated and especially Stan and Joanne Deden.
I Campsite: We will be renting a Port-A-Potty again this year. Roof looks good. The Youth Group will use the campsite for a summer retreat.

Starting to take reservations. Contact Stan Deden, Beth Wymer, or Jessica Comstock to reserve a date.

I 5Wh| wba9bt¢
There being no further business, Moderator John Comstock adjourned the meeting at 9:35pm. Respectfully submitted, Mary McGraw, Church Clerk



Sign up to help the nursery!

We have been asking for more volunteers to keep
our children and youth programs going; if you
dondt want programs cut
of volunteers consider giving your time!

| f
L

u have questi on;
e Patch®ehldad or6
esa Mey&8286 76

(0]
n

y
n
e

e a
Ther

C2NXYI ftfe 2
Lyadlfftl o2
wSZd |/ KNI a
CSo6 NHzl NB H

We are way behind the 8 ball on this recap and apologize for the delay. As many of
you know we (Peter Roux and Todd Stratman) wanted to bring back a lost annual
tradition hosted the QUCC Autumn Harvesté Church dinner last November. We were
nervous about the endeavor but as always, the church community stepped up and
showed an amazing display of support.

s
PR

® Harvest

There are so many to thank for volunteering with the set-up, providing desserts,

Autum

assisting in the kitchen, serving and clean up. We couldn@have done it with out you
and truly appreciate the teamwork and amazing display of dedication ensuring the
success of the dinner. We want to give a very special call out to Owen, Rohan, Alex and Virgil, from the church youth

group, who did an amazing job of serving everyone and doing the job of 10. We were touched by all the love and
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1-Jonathan Uecker
2-Brandon Jachymowski
7-Carla Batalden
8-Alan Scott
12-Phyllis Harper
13-Laura Ewals
17-Helen Graham
17-Kimberly Madrid
17-Dennis Nelson
19-Claudia Bomier
19-John Comstock
19-Edward Travnicek
23-Melody Crawford
24-Bradley Boon
24-Elizabeth Stigen
24-Michael Svercl
26-Stan Deden
27-Dean Seguin
29-Juan Nabozmy
30-Carol Bradley
30-Gabriel Uecker
31-Randy Getchell
31-Leanne Patchen
31-Denna Rasmussen
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We meet the first

Tuesday of every
month; 1pm, Upper
Fellowship Hall at
church. Come for
support, fellowship
and friendship!
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OA Man Called Ove€

by Fredrik Backman
At our meeting we will be discussingthd LINA f . 22qQY

. .book of the.month,. dThe Stranger
Join us in the upstairs Conference Room Feb

4th at 10am. It is not necessary to havebesile Me€
the book to join in the discussion.
Hope to see you here!

by Ann Rule
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Our next meeting is March 9
We meet every second Thursday o 7
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Grace and peace to you, colleagues in ministry,

We know that we can do so much more together as a Conference of 129 congregations than we could ever accomplish alone.
Our privilege as the Minnesota Conference is to provide opportunities for mutual growth and to develop leaders in our faith
communities. We assist the revitalization of our churches. We provide faith formation resources for families, youth and
clergy. And we equip Christ's disciples to carry the message and work of God's love, mercy, and
hope into our communities and world.

Your church's pledge to Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM) is critical to our ability to be
church together in the Minnesota Conference and wider UCC. Your giving makes possible
everything we do in partnership with you. Even a small commitment can make a big difference
and is much appreciated.

If your church has already sent in your pledge to OCWM for 2017 or has already made OCWM
gifts thus farin theyear, G K I Y1 & 2 dno8 Reasd/pdag2fully consider what a difference
your church can make. Much like pledges in your local church setting, an indication of pledges
to OCWM at the Conference level helps us to plan effectively and be the best stewards possible.

Your support to OCWM is essential to supporting our ongoing ministry work in our faith
communities and beyond. Your church's commitment and support to OCWM is changing lives
and provides an invaluable resource for the wider ministry of the Church.

Thank you for your prayerful and thoughtful discernment as we move forward, fulfilling our

mission as Church together in the Minnesota Conference.

With Continued Gratitude for Your Ministry,

S

Reverend Shari Prestemon Jesus WOU|d.

Conference Minister

2211k K&3S |3 d20 Chili CodsOFf]
Dave Morse along with a few others “&,j’ lb“j}) ((&"d

donated a

large supply
of books for
the sale. We was given in the amount of $821 so the

$861 was raised and a matching donation

generated total raised was $1722. Special thanks to

_ funds for the Stan and Joanne Deden for the matching

church funds and all the work they have done to

library.

keep our campsite going strong!
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8:30am Worship
10:30am Worship
11:30am RE Potluck

12

8:30am Worship
9:30am Adult Ed:
Gender Revolution
10:30am Worship

19

8:30am Worship
9:30am Adult Ed:
Gender Revolution
10:30am Worship
11:30am Develop-
ment Team Mtg.

26

One Great Hour of
Sharing

8:30am Worship
9:30am Adult Ed:
Gender Revolution
10:30am Worship

TUESDAY

(o))
I~

9am Caring Visitors
Mtg.

10am Al-Anon

1pm J.O.Y. Sisters
Mtg.

7:30pm Day by Day

14

7pm Overeaters
Anonymous

13

10am Al-Anon
1pm Knitting for
Peace

7pm Boards/
Committee Mtgs.

7pm Overeaters 7:30pm Day by Day

Anonymous 8pm Council Mtg.
20 21

9am Caring Visitors

c22R ¢ N\ M&Ayaadne
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7pm Finance Board

Mtg.
7pm Overeaters

Anonymous

27

7:30pm Day by Day
28

10am Al-Anon
7:30pm Day by Day

7pm Overeaters
Anonymous

Mar ¢ h

WEDNESDAY

1

5:30 Soup Supper

6:30 Ash Wednes-
day Worship

7:30pm Choir
8

5:30 Soup Supper
6:15 Lent Program
7:30pm Choir

15

5:30 Soup Supper
6:15 Lent Program
7:30pm Choir

22

5:30 Soup Supper
6:15 Lent Program
7:30pm Choir

29

5:30 Soup Supper
6:15 Lent Program
7:30pm Choir

THURSDAY

2

9:30am Adult Bible

Study

6:45 Grief Support

7pm Hope Al-Anon
9

9:30am Adult Bible
Study

6:45 Grief Support
7pm Hope Al-Anon
7pm Writers Group
7:15pm PFLAG

16

9:30am Adult Bible
Study

6:45 Grief Support
7pm Hope Al-Anon

23

9:30am Adult Bible
Study

6:45 Grief Support
7pm Hope Al-Anon

30

9:30am Adult Bible
Study

6:45 Grief Support
7pm Hope Al-Anon

2017

FRIDAY SATURDAY
3 4
10:00am Book
Club
10 11
5pm AGAPE
| RdzA i 9 R C2 NXYz

Gender Revolution: A Journey
with Katie Couric

GAround the globe traditional
notions of gender are changing
rapidly, and (boy/girl) labels are
not longer so clear cut.&

During Adult Ed on March 12,
19,26 9:30-10:20, we will watch
a National Geographic special
hosted by Katie Couric as she
talks with scientists, psycholo-
gist, activists, authors and
families to learn more about the
role of genetics, brain chemistry
and modern culture on gender
identity. There will be time for
discussion following each
segment of the documentary.
There is so much to learn and
understand. Please attend.

Thanks to all who helped make the
Oextra€ week with Family Promise a
success! We are changing lives!
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First Congregational Church

UNI TED CHURCH of Christ of Anoka
1923 Third Avenue South

Anoka, MN 55303

Like us on First Congregational Chu

IFacebook UNI TED CHURCH of Christ offJANOK
, ) Church Office: (763) 421-3375  Email:office@uccanoka.org gpei;lfiﬁ“
At First Congrega(Cihomnet hUC\Wewwsidcanoka.org Nat i onal U@v@z.udﬂlér@si%’e:
of Anoka WORSHI P: Sunday at 8:30am and 10: 3

Mi ni stry Team
P a s t Rev. Chris McArdle

Pastor of Mi niRevtCGunlombon Support: | 2¢ (2 |-
Of f i c e: Mbho-Thursday —9 : 8nDto 3:00 “ /%

_ Y °-Tpm t I axi 2 NJ
Faith Communi t pvaiNilebsAppoidtmentr s :
Chancel Choir Dir eeetyobroar di st : From time to time you
Don Shier Aaron VanDanacker may experience a
Child@remnistry Codrhdil@atdburssi:c Mini stryf situation where youd

Theresa Meyer & Leanne Patchen Terra Favilla .
need to talk with a pastor

Youth Ministry CooNudisneartyorCar e Provi der

Traci Chur Traci Chur, Nursery Hours are 8:15—-1 1 :ath 5 or perhaps an emergency

situation arises and you

Faith Community NuSusnedday Morning Specigl Assistant:
need pastoral care.

Denna Rasmussen, RN, FCN Dave Morse

. . . You may contact by Email
Funeral / Kitchen CoCoursdtiondaitaolr:: y y
Marlene Curtis Buffie Services at pastor@uccanoka.org

Church Office AdmiQhiusrtcrhatWerd:di ng Assi st a
Jennifer Rono Nancy Ahlberg & Naomi Peterson


mailto:office@uccanoka.org

